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PASTURE WEED WATCH

Wild carrot
& parsley

dropwort

WALK OR DRIVE around the countryside
and you'll often notice white flowers
clustered at the top of tall, green stems,

Parsley dropwort (Oenanthe
pimpinelloides) and wild carrot (Daucus
carota, carrot weed) are common and
can be hard to tell apart. Adding to the
confusion, there are other, similar-looking
plants like hemlock and burdock.

The carrots we enjoy eating are a sub-
species of wild carrot; if you leave your
garden varieties to mature, they'll flower
and set seed in a similar manner.

Both these species invade pasture,
replacing grass and clover.
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If there are not too many, hand-pulling
is a good strategy.

You can control wild carrot by topping
or mowing it before it flowers (because
it is an annual), but parsley dropwort
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